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Life is nothing but
that which is between birth and death



Respected Prime Minister,
I fervently seek your kind intervention to put

an end to the ongoing controversy created by a state-
ment of the Union Education Minister Shri Dharmendra

Pradhan. Shri Pradhan has suggested changing the name of the
156 year old college of our state on the ground that it has been

named after a British Commissioner who served in Odisha for 12 years
during British Raj and during whose tenure there was a great famine which

claimed three lakh lives.
There is ample historical evidence to prove that Commissioner T E Ravenshaw

was not responsible for the famine. On the other hand he had played a pioneer-
ing role in laying the foundation of the modern system of education in Odisha.

The first College was established during his tenure in 1868 and subsequently grew
into a post graduate college. After his departure from Odisha, in recognition of his

contributions made in rebuilding the famine devastated Odisha, the college was named

after him as Ravenshaw College in 1878.
TE Ravenshaw had not only taken steps for the use of Odia in schools and colleges but

also helped industrial development. His contribution towards irrigation and green revo-
lution cannot be forgotten by changing the name of the college.
Ravenshaw College has been the Alma Mater of Alma Maters. Ravenshaw has been etched
in the psyche of millions of Ravenshavians past and present for whom deleting the word
Ravenshaw will be like severing their umbilical chord with the Alma Mater which has
proudly stood for 156 years evoking poignant emotions. For Ravenshavians the word

Ravenshaw is not identified as the name of an individual. It has become a stream of
consciousness for succeeding generations of students. It is an idea, a feeling, an emo-

tion which will never die even if attempts are made to throttle it. Announcements
made by the Union Education Minister for the necessity of changing the name of

the college, now a university since 2006 has created violent reactions in the
minds of the people of Odisha. People from all walks of life have come for-

ward to protest. It has put the new government in embarrassment.
Hope and trust you will be pleased to direct your minister that he should

refrain from giving statements which creates instability and needless
conflict not only among the people of Odisha but Odias outside

Odisha.

Yours faithfully
(Padmashree Dr. Devi Prasanna Pattnaik)

Adviser,
Ravenshaw Heritage Forum
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